BOZA HESSOVA / BEATRICE HESS
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[Bozena Sulcovd]

born: 14 January 1886 in Dviir Kralové
died: 5 July 1981 in San Pedro

W& Artist and singer; a key player in Chicago's

Czech cultural and social scene. Performed
a similar role after moving to Los Angeles in the
late 1920s. Prolific painter who was exhibiting

| dozens of her works at events in the 1940s. Now

almost forgotten, and only a handful of her
works being known to exist.

i the School of Applied Arts in Prague from 190} ,

?2(6)65 tl;tir:figr?ttly also attending private class;:; \;/;t;l4pa81ters Rudols
Vicha (1860-1939) and Alois Kalvoda (18f 19 L} Upon

duating, she moved to Paris, setting off for the m.ted .States_ -
gra bef rc; the outbreak of the First World War. Settlmg in Chic
o ed(c) a living painting murals for local churcl'le.s 'whlle also
she lr?a at two department stores. She began exhlbltlng her art
_WO(I; hlil;ﬁgo which chiefly comprised works-created w!nle stil]
:: Europe. i’eriod Czech-American pubhcatlops described hgr as,
“ the best and most productive Czech-Amence.m female painter
working today.” Along with husband Arno Mana’Hess ( 1 884-1949)’
a noted opera tenor singer and composer, Hessova was highly actiye
— both as a painter and as an opera soprano h;rself —1n the Czech.
-American scene in Chicago and its community of more than
100,000 Czechs.

Though she soon divorced, Hessova kept her hysband’s name, In
1928, she moved to California, settling in the city of Los Angeles,
Here, she soon began to sign and paint again. Qne of her passions
was to depict the old city that was gradually belng swept away by
intensive redevelopment. Her first major success in this respect came
with a painting featuring the demolished old Los Angeles City Hall,
the work being personally presented to Los Angeles mayor Frank [,
Shaw (1877-1958).
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Just as in Chicago, Hessova was an active player in the Czech scene
in Los Angeles. She continued to paint, going under either Czech
version of her name Boza Hessova or the anglicized form Beatrice
Hess, or sometimes Beatrice Hessova. She made a living first as

a landscape artist, portrait painter and interior decorator before,

in 1934, going to work for the newly established Cabrillo Beach
Marine Museum in San Pedro. During Second World War Hessov4
worked as a riveter in an aircraft factory, thereafter returning to her
former craft. By 1948 she had returned to the museum and crafted
beautiful depictions of Californian coastal fish populations along
with several wall murals until her retirement. Hessové also
frequently exhibited in San Pedro, where she had settled in the

interim, presenting works both individually and as part of wider
collections.




Rising and Vanishing Hollywood, ca. 1934 8’? SHEA SES dnysies) T2
. il on canvas
Oil on canvas 28 %45 x 28 Y15 in
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